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just fills the abyss which at present yawns between science
and religion. For the sacrificial philosophy of the Brahmanas
had reduced the universe to an impersonal mechanism re-
sembling that of igth century physics, except that its causal
principle had been magic. In the Upanishads, Buddhism,
the Gita, and finally in the Vedanta, India had found the way,
back to another spiritualism. Reintegrated into modern
thought the Vedantic vision can heal the present distraction
of the world, weld together science and religion, and thus
restore that mental balance without which our modern dis-
coveries must become instruments of destruction instead of a
blessing to mankind.

India thus has before her the opportunity of a great
cultural mission in the modern world. But this mission is
possible only through the living intellectual contact with
other countries and nations. This contact is only possible if
India ceases to be to the outside world a " mystery country, "
if other nations learn to understand her as a part of human-
ity, with all human hopes and shortcomings, ideals and suf-
ferings. In order to be fertile, the Indian cultural heritage
must be known, and in order to be accepted it needs an
expression, if not a translation into terms which can be
generally understood. And it needs a make-up which insin-
uates that background which a national work of art generally
presupposes as known, but which to the rest of the world is
veiled by innumerable " curious " differences of tradition. It
is the eternal human appeal which has made Kalidasa,
Valmiki, Shakespeare, Goethe, classics. It can be only
through the elaboration of this human appeal that the soul
of India, the beauty dream of her classics, the vision of her
seers, can win a world which, in an age of mechanization, is
in search of a soul.

DR. BHABANI BHATTACHARYA : *
The problem, at short range, resolves itself into one of
popularization of our literatures, ancient as well as modern,
* Dr. Bhattacharya's ' note' was submitted to the Conference
and taken as read, and is hence here printed in its natural context.